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      TO:    Health Care Providers

FROM:    Susan R. Oosterwal, RN, BSN

                STD/HIV Program Supervisor

DATE:    September 11, 2009

      RE:    Health Department Clinic Service

The Van Buren Cass District Health Department offers counseling, testing and referral services for STD and HIV.  Enclosed are clinic brochures and the program supervisor’s business cards.  Feel free to distribute brochures to your clients and the business cards to your health care staff.  All individuals who test positive for sexually transmitted infections should be referred to the health department for follow-up education and partner treatment.  The Clinic also offers retesting approximately three months after treatment for Gonorrhea and/or Chlamydia to ensure that preventative education has been effective and the infection is no longer present.  Urine testing is used for Gonorrhea and Chlamydia screening and our clinic has found that clients are more willing to do their follow-up testing when this noninvasive method is used.   HIV counseling and testing is also offered to these at-risk individuals.  The screening for STDs and HIV is free of charge and confidential.  HIV testing can be done anonymously if the client prefers.
For more information about services available through the Van Buren Cass District Health Department STD/HIV Program, please visit our website at www.vbcassdhd.org and view the clinic services screens.  There is also a link to an educational resource site that offers the latest in STD/HIV treatment information and training opportunities for healthcare professionals.  The National Network of STD/HIV Prevention Training website has the latest updates and can be found at www.nnptc.org.  Through that link you can access the CDC Sexually Transmitted Disease Treatment Guidelines, 2006.
Please feel free to contact the STD/HIV Program Supervisor at 269-621-3143 ext. 360 or by email at soosterwal@vbcassdhd.org with any questions regarding reporting of STDs or HIV cases or any other questions.
Thanks for your help in providing education and services to our community.

Enclosure:  STD/HIV Program Brochure

                   Business Cards

