
Dear Colleagues: 

Our community faces the following 
challenges as we approach our      
influenza season: 

1. A new virus that appears to have 
a “predilection for young people in 
congregate settings”. 

2. The possibility of Novel H1N1 
causing severe illness and/or  
having a high attack rate. 

3. An additional flu vaccine this year, 
with the likelihood of significant 
public anxiety and wariness. 

4. The uncertainty of the potential 
extremes of either public apathy to 
the new   vaccine or public       
demand for immediate immunza-
tion.  This will likely depend on our 
experience with #2 above and the 
media. 

5. The need to balance adverse  
morbidity/mortality events with 
Novel H1N1 with a responsible 
public health response.  Schools 
may be at the epicenter of this         
challenge. 

6. A potentially early onset to the 
influenza season. 

7. A new paradigm where some  
target groups are a priority for one 
vaccine, and not the other       
vaccine.  A clear example of this 
are seniors. 

 

At this time it appears that private  
providers and hospital systems will 
have access to the vaccine and be 
very important in vaccine delivery.  
The current federal plan  includes  
ordering through the health            
department.  Vaccine and  necessary 
supplies would be distributed by 
McKesson in 100 dose increments.  
There will be no charge for this      
vaccine.  Recipients can only be billed 
an administration fee.  Further        
information will be forth coming as it is 
available. 

NEWS FROM THE VAN BUREN/CASS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
AT YOUR SERVICE 

Most likely seasonal and Novel H1N1    
Influenza viruses will sooner or later be 
upon us.  Please find the enclosed     
guidelines for clinicians on influenza test-
ing from the Michigan Department of         
Community Health. 

Useful information can be found at 
www.michigan.gov/flu; www.flu.gov and 
www.vbcassdhd.org. 

Please also see current epidemiological 
information of other communicable       
diseases affecting our county. 

The health department will be working 
with you, schools and other community 
groups to meet the challenges. 

Thanks, in advance, for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Frederick “Rick” Johansen, MD MPH 
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The groups recommended by the CDC to 
have the Novel H1N1 influenza vaccine 
include: 

• Pregnant women because they are at 
higher risk of complications and can 
potentially provide protection to infants 
who cannot be vaccinated; 

• Household contacts and caregivers 
for children younger than 6 months 
of age because younger infants are at 
higher risk of influenza-related       
complications and cannot be           
vaccinated. Vaccination of those in 
close contact with infants less than 6 
months old might help protect infants 
by “cocooning” them from the virus. 

• Healthcare and emergency   medical 
services personnel  because         
infections among healthcare workers 
have been reported and this can be a 
potential source of infection for        
vulnerable patients.  Also, increased 
absenteeism in this population could 
reduce health care system capacity; 

• All people from 6 months through 24 
years of age 

 - Children from 6 months through 
18 years of age because we have seen 
many cases of novel H1N1 influenza in 
children and they are in close contact with 
each other in school and day care settings, 
which increase the likelihood of disease 
spread, and 

 - Young adults 19 through                                           
24 years of age because we have seen 
many cases of novel H1N1  influenza in 
these healthy young adults and they often 
live, work and study in close proximity, and 
they are a frequently mobile population: 
and 

• Persons aged 25 through 64 years 
who have health conditions          
associated with higher risk of   
medical complications from          
influenza. 

 

 

How to Reach Us:                        
Van Buren/Cass Dist Health Dept: 

Van Buren County 

Hartford:  Phone:  (269) 621-3143           
Fax:      (269) 621-2725 

Address:   57418 CR 681                                          
Hartford MI  49057 

Cass County 

Cassopolis:  Phone: (269) 445-5280                                        
       Fax: (269) 445-5278 

Address:     201 M-62 North                                     
Cassopolis MI  49031 

Medical Director:  Rick Johansen, MD, MPH, FAAP          
(269) 621-3143 ext 318    rjohansen@vbcassdhd.org 

Health Officer:  Jeffery L Elliott, BBA                             
(269) 621-3143, ext 337         jeffe@vbcassdhd.org 

Public Health Nursing:   Suzanne Bailey, RN, BSN               
(269) 621-3143, ext 319       sueb@vbcassdhd.org 

Family Planning:   Mona Hale, RNCS, NP                         
(269) 621-3143, ext 330    mhale@vbcassdhd.org 

Health Promotion:  Emily Diederich, BS                           
(269) 621-3143, ext 362  ediederich@vbcassdhd.org 

Substance Abuse:  Candas Ziemba, MA, LPC (269) 
621-3143, ext 305 candasz@vbcassdhd.org 

Environmental Health:   Mike Laufer, RS                         
(269) 621-3143 ext 312     mlaufer@vbcassdhd.org 

Bioterrorism Coordination:  Jennifer Zordan, BS
(269) 621-3143 ext 382      jzordan@vbcassdhd.org 



 

 

At Your Service,   August 2009  

2  

 

 

Enteric Diseases 

 
Hepatitis 

 
STDs 

 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases 

 
Vector Borne Diseases 

 
Other Diseases: Meningitis/Tuberculosis 

 

To report a communicable disease call 621To report a communicable disease call 621--31433143  
 

 

Van BurenVan Buren--Cass Counties: Selected Reportable Diseases 2004Cass Counties: Selected Reportable Diseases 2004--0808  

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Campylobacter 12 9 10 15 11 
Cryptosporidiosis 2 1 2 0 0 
Escherichia coli 0157:H7 1 1 0 0 0 
Giardiasis 11 12 4 2 8 
Salmonellosis 15 8 12 19 8 
Shigellosis 4 2 2 4 3 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Hepatitis A 0 2 0 0 2 
Hepatitis B, acute 0 0 1 1 2 
Hepatitis B, chronic 1 6 10 3 7 
Hepatitis C, acute 1 2 0 1 1 
Hepatitis C, chronic 50 69 65 69 63 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Chlamydia 277 280 260 273 305 
Gonorrhea 29 57 46 66 71 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Chickenpox 63 48 80 62 10 
Pertussis 4 1 13 4 3 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Lyme Disease 0 2 1 0 1 
Malaria 0 1 0 0 0 
West Nile Virus 0 1 0 1 0 

  # of Cases (Year End Totals) 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Aseptic Meningitis 14 10 6 10 13 
Bacterial Meningitis, Other 0 0 2 13 5 
Meningococcal Disease 1 0 1 0 0 
Tuberculosis 4 0 3 1 4 
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